Pediatric tissue and organ transplantation in Florida.
Fifty to 100 children receive transplanted kidneys, hearts, livers, or bone marrow in Florida each year and many more bone allografts or other tissues (skin, cornea). Children are in the minority of the total solid organ transplantation but those with successful transplants are strong proponents of the procedure. Many (liver or heart failure) would have died without transplantation; others (kidney failure) would have lived but been tied to dialysis for life. The success rate varies with the organ or tissue transplanted. Some children return to a completely normal life without the need for immunosuppressive medications. Others require them continually. Cyclosporine, azathioprine and prednisone are the most frequently used. Rejection continues to be the leading cause of graft loss. Major impediments to solid organ transplantation are the paucity of acceptable organs and the high cost associated with maintenance of transplant patients.